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1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 11-22 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 

of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 

this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another 
who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of 
section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent . 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American 
Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the 
examination of this application as the application being 
examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) 
voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this 
application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the 
amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 11, 12, 14-17, and 19-22 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hashimoto et al (US 
6, 111, 604) . 

With regard to claim 11, Hashimoto et al discloses in Fig. 
8, a digital camera that comprises the memory (memory card 15 
stores image data captured by CCD image sensor 9, col. 7, line 
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13), external apparatus (communication device 29, col. 8, lines 
31-32) , detachably attachable connection device (pin connection 
device of interface 27, col. 8, lines 4-22), connector 
(connector RS-232, col. 4, lines 48-61, Figs. 2A and 2B) , 
detector for detecting (step 304 of Fig. 14, col. 10, lines 51), 
and controller for transitioning the camera (CPU 23, col. 8, 
lines 1-37, col. 10, lines 17-67, and col. 11, lines 1-19). 

With regard to claim 12, Hashimoto et al discloses in Fig. 
8, a digital camera that comprises the personal computer 
(communication device 29 is a personal computer, col. 8, line 
32) . 

With regard to claim 14, Hashimoto et al discloses in Fig. 
8, a digital camera that comprises the storage apparatus (the 
digital camera is able to exchange files to a personal computer 
; in other words, the computer is inherently a storage device, 
col. 8, lines 31-36). 

With regard to claim 15, Hashimoto et al discloses in Fig. 
8, a digital camera that comprises the connection cable (col. 4, 
line48-61, and col. 8, line 7). 

With regard to claim 16, claim 16 recite what was discussed 
with respect to claim 11. 

With regard to claim 17, claim 17 recites what was 
discussed with respect to claim 15. 
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With regard to claim 19, Hashimoto et al discloses in Fig. 
8, a digital camera that comprises the storage device (a 
personal computer, col. 8, lines 31-36 and col. 2, lines 11-35 
and col. Col. 10, lines 41-67). 

With regard to claim 20, Hashimoto et al discloses in Fig. 
8, a digital camera that comprises the personal computer (col. 
8, lines 32) . 

With regard to claim 21, Hashimoto et al discloses in Fig. 
8, a digital camera that comprises the detector (Hashimoto 
discloses in col. 10, lines 41-67, that the detector circuit of 
the digital camera places the camera in a communication mode and 
transmit data via pin connections; therefore, if there is no 
connection detected, CPU 23 does not place the camera in the 
communication mode; in other words, the Cpu inhibits the 
outputting data via the connections) . 

With regard to claim 22, Hashimoto et al discloses in Fig. 
8, a digital camera that comprises the memory card (memory card 
16) . 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
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sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made . 

Claims 13 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hashimoto et al in view of Suzuki' 605. 

With regard to claim 18, Hashimoto et al discloses the same 
subject matter as discussed with respect to claim 16, except for 
the external apparatus is a printer. 

Hashimoto et al does not explicitly disclose any printer; 
However, Suzuki teaches using printer 301 (Fig. 1, col. 10, line 
3 0) so as to print image data on a hard copy and thereby easily 
archive the data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to replace 
communication device 2 9 of Hashimoto et al with the printer of 
Suzuki because the replacement of the printer in the Hashimoto 
camera system would allow a user to make a image presentation by 
using a hard copy and easily to archive the image data. 

Claim 13 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 

18 . 

4. This Office action is not made Final since new grounds of 
rejection applied to the claims. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Tuan Ho 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-4943. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday- Friday from 7:00 to 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner ! s supervisor, Wendy Garber, can be 
reached on (703) 305-4929. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to : 

(703)872-9314 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal 
Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth 
Floor (Receptionist) . 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-0377. 
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